
Core Civilizations (*to be used with Chapter 2 Reading Notes) 

 

Guiding Question: Compare and Contrast the location, characteristics, and development of early civilizations.  

 

Directions: While reading from the assigned sections in Chapter 2, complete the following chart to compare and identify the main characteristics of early core 

civilizations.  

CORE CIVILIZATIONS 

Civilization and Location 
MESOPOTAMIA 

Tigris and Euphrates River 
Valleys 

EGYPT 
Nile River Valley 

HARAPPA and MOHENJO 
DARO 

Indus River Valley 

SHANG - CHINA 
Yellow River (Huang He) 

Valley 

Political Organization 

    

Military / Weapons 

    

Monuments / Architecture 

    



Civilization and Location 
MESOPOTAMIA 

Tigris and Euphrates River 
Valleys 

EGYPT 
Nile River Valley 

HARAPPA and MOHENJO 
DARO 

Indus River Valley 

SHANG - CHINA 
Yellow River (Huang He) 

Valley 

Record Keeping 

    

Legal Codes 

    

Religion 

    

Trade / Commerce 

    

Social Hierarchy 

    

 

Wrap Up Question: What is the most lasting impact of the River Valley Civilizations?  
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