


Agricultural Adjustment Act
AAA

Caption Placard 4.3B

This poster was created by Ben Shahn in 1937 entitled
“Years of Dust.” Shahn’s promotional poster for the

Resettlement Administration contrasts the plight of Dust
Bowl Farmers with the bold actions of the New Deal. Shahn

explained that the purpose of his posters was to
“explain…to people who need it what is being done for them and to

the others what they are paying for.”





Federal Emergency Act
FEA

Caption Placard 4.3C

A group of people waiting in line to receive surplus food
from a government agency. Their facial expression and

slumped postures reveal how difficult it was for
Depression-era Americas to accept government aid.





National Youth Administration
NYA

Caption Placard 4.4E

This is a 1936 painting created by Alden Krider for a Kansas State Fair
exhibit. The painting celebrates the accomplishments of the National Youth

Administration (NYA). In the foreground we see youth involved in a variety of
NYA activities including road construction, surveying, and laboratory research.

At the top are President Roosevelt’s words when he established the NYA in
1935: “We can ill afford to lose the energy and skills of these young men and

women.” In the background of the painting lurk the dangers that the NYA
hopes to help young people to avoid: poverty, crime, and homelessness.





Federal Arts Project
FAP

Caption Placard 4.4L

A montage of New Deal arts programs includes (clockwise from the upper left)
Lucienne Bloc working on a mural entitled “Cycle of a Woman’s Life” for the
House Detention in New York City; Myra Kinch and Clay Dalton in the Los
Angeles production of “American Exodus”; a handbill for the play “Life and
Death of an American,” a production of the New York City WPA; the Rhode

Island WPA Music Project Symphony Orchestra; and an image of a Hopi artist
painting a doll.


