
“Nationalism, Revolution, and Reform” ~ Comparison of Major Revolutions in the 18th Century  

General Causes… 
• Enlightenment thought 

• Resistance of colonized peoples to imperial centers 

The late 18th and early 19th centuries 
marked the beginning of an intense 

period of revolution and rebellion against 
existing governments. 

General Effects… 
• Formation of new states and nations 
• Stimulated the development of new ideologies  

• Inspired more revolutionary and anti-imperialist 
tendencies  
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SIMILARITIES AND 

DIFFERENCES 
AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

(1775 – 1783) 
• Inspiration from European 

Enlightenment  
• “No taxation without 

representation” 
• free market reaction to British 

mercantilism 
• distance led to sense of 

independence  

• 13 Colonies 
• 1776 – Declaration of 

Independence by Thomas 
Jefferson 

• Revolutionary War 
• George Washington 
• 1783 – Treaty of Paris 
 

• Inalienable rights of “life, liberty, 
and pursuit of happiness” 

• Failed Articles of Confederation 
• The Constitution and Bill of 

Rights  
• Established a democratically 

elected republic government 

 

FRENCH REVOLUTION 
(1789 – 1799) 
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HAITIAN REVOLUTION 

(1791 – 1804) 
 

   

LATIN AMERICAN WARS FOR 
INDEPENDENCE 
(1808 – 1833) 

  

 


