
 
Ch. 20 
Collapse at the Center (1900 – 1970s)  

Time Period 4 
Contemporary Era (1900-Present) 
Unit 7: Global Conflict 

 
Section Topics (Red Headings) Identifications Guiding Questions 

20A 
I. The First World War 

(p.882-891) 

● “MAIN” causes of WW I 
● World War I 
● Triple Alliance and Triple 

Entente  
● Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
● “total war” 
● Self-determination 
● Treaty of Versailles 
● League of Nations 

✓  Analyze the causes and 
effects of World War I.  

20B 
II. Capitalism Unraveling: 

The Great Depression 
(p.891-895) 

• Great Depression 

• The New Deal (U.S.) 

• Keynesian Economics  

✓ Examine world responses to 
the Great Depression.  

20C 

III. Democracy Denied: 
Comparing Italy, 
Germany, and Japan (p. 
895-906) 

● Fascism 
● Benito Mussolini (Italy) 
● Adolf Hitler and the Nazi 

Party 
● Anti-Semitism  

✓ In what ways did fascism 
challenge the ideas and 
practices of European 
liberalism and democracy?  

20D 
IV. A Second World War, 

1937-1945 (p. 906-916) 
 

● Japanese invasion of 
Manchuria 

● Pearl Harbor 
● Appeasement  
● German invasion of Poland 
● Blitzkrieg  
● Rape of Nanjing  
● Total War 
● The Holocaust  
● Genocide  
 

✓ How did World War II differ 
from World War I? 

✓ Is it more useful to view the 
two world wars as separate 
and distinct conflicts or as a 
single briefly interrupted 
phenomenon? 

20E 
V. The Recovery of Europe 

(p. 916-919) 

● United Nations  
● World Bank and 

International Monetary Fund 
● “The American Century” 
● Marshall Plan 
● European Economic 

Community (EEC) and the 
European Union (EU) 

● North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) 

✓ How was Europe able to 
recover from the devastation 
of war?  

Reflections – War and Remembrance: Learning from History (p. 919-920)  

  



Ch. 21 
Revolution, Socialism, and Global Conflict (1917 – Present) 

Time Period 4 
Contemporary Era (1900-Present) 
Unit 7: Global Conflict 

 
Section Topics (Red Headings) Identifications Guiding Questions 

21B 
II. Revolutions as a Path to 

Communism (p. 933-938) 

● Russian Revolution 
● Bolsheviks  
● Vladimir Lenin 
● Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics 
(USSR) 

● Mao Zedong 
● Chiang Kai-shek 

and the 
Guoimindang 

● Totalitarian  

✓ Compare and contrast the 
Russian and Chinese 
revolutions. 

  

 


