Mr Tickler – Sample

Period 1

Japanese Internment

Introductory Paragraph
In the years leading up the World War II, the United States had grown concerned with the militaristic expansion of Japan. The United States had taken economic measures to stop Japan’s imperial efforts in Asia, including quarantine and moral embargo of Japanese goods, and a limiting of American sales of key items including fuel, iron, and coal. The United States also had a strong history of anti-Japanese actions and discrimination dating back to the Gentleman’s Agreement in 1907 which limited Japanese migration to the U.S. Despite American intentions to remain isolated from European and Asian aggression the attack by the Japanese on Pearl Harbor in December 1941 not only brought the United States into the war, but initiated long standing anti-Japanese hysteria. In response to this hysteria and justified under wartime security measures, President Roosevelt issued Executive Order #9066.  During World War II over a 100,000 Japanese Americans were moved from their homes to internment camps within the interior of the United States. While the U.S. government claimed that national security was the primary motivation for these actions, the internment of Japanese Americans was caused by a combination of long standing racism and prejudice intensified by the hysteria generated by the attacks at Pearl Harbor. The historical event of Japanese Internment can be used as a cautionary story in American history. While the internment camps did reach the levels of atrocities of Nazi Concentration and death camps in Europe, they represent a dark mark on the nation’s respecting of civil liberties and cultural differences.
Historical Identifications

1. Japanese Invasion of Manchuria: In order to find more resources and land to fuel its goals of imperialism in Asia Japan invaded the Chinese province of Manchuria in 1931. The Japanese established a government called Manchukuo and remained in China until the end of World War II. Both the League of Nations and the United States did little to deter this expansion, while Japan soon allied with Germany and Italy to create the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo axis.
2. Franklin D. Roosevelt: FDR was the 32nd president of the United States beginning in 1933 until his death in 1945. He successfully guided the U.S. through the Great Depression through his legislative program the New Deal. While he somewhat supported American isolationism in the lead up to the World War II, he had side with a more aggressive response to Japanese and Germany aggression. In 1942 FDR would issue Executive Order #9066 prompting Japanese internment,
3. Pearl Harbor: The attack on Pearl Harbor, in Hawaii, was a surprise attack on December 7, 1941 by Japan. This attack marked the beginning of American entrance into World War II, as on the next day after an address FDR, Congress formally declared war. Americans were extremely concerned that Japanese aggression would spread across the Pacific and threaten the west coast.
4. Executive Order #9066: On February 1942, FDR issued this presidential executive order that authorized the Secretary of War to incarcerate Japanese-Americans, German-Americans, and Italian Americans in areas deemed military zones. While the U.S. was at war with all three nations, Japanese-Americans were concentrated in far greater numbers in places across the west coast. Under this order, the government established relocation, or concentration camps, where Japanese Americans were relocated to during the war. 
5. War Relocation Board: This was a government agency established to handle the forced internment of Japanese Americans during World War II. The WRB set up 10 locations and built camps from the ground up to house internees. The WRB also established work programs for the internees and communicated to process of internment to the nation through a series of propaganda videos. 
6. Manzanar: This is the most well-known American concentration camp used during World War II located in the central valley of California against the Sierra Nevada Mountains. During the war over 110,000 Japanese-Americans were incarcerated here from 1942 to 1945. The harsh weather climates that range from extremely hot in the summer and cold in the winter, coupled with the lack of fertile land, made this location less desirable and subsequently available for military use. 
7. Korematsu v. the United States: This 1944 landmark Supreme Court case ruled that Executive Order #9066 was ruled constitutional. The 6-3 decision determined that national security and the threat of espionage outweighed the individual rights of Japanese-American internees during the time of war. The decision was overruled in 1983 on account their legal rights were denied to internees, but more importantly that the government acted upon prejudice bigotry when ruling in 1943. 
8. Internment: This is the formal imprisonment or confinement of large groups of people, typically without a legal trial. It is most often used to describe the confinement of enemy citizens during the time of war. Often internment occurs in a prison or organized concentration camp and the use  of internment was been restricted by the United nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
Document A: The Munson Report: This report was delivered to President Roosevelt in November of 1941, a month prior to the attack at Pearl Harbor. The excerpt below is from the 25-page report. . The Munson Report claimed that the Japanese living on the west coast posed little to no threat to the United States. While the report stated that “some sabotage financed by Japan” might occur, the reality was that the few Japanese who could act as saboteurs could be easily monitored by Intelligence Services and lacked the ability and resources to carry out a serious threat. The naiveté of this report’s thinking and the sense of American security was shattered on the Sunday morning of December 7th, 1941 when Japanese goals of expansion in the Pacific led them to attack the U.S. at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii.
Document B: The Crisis: Henry Paxton Howard, “Americans in Concentration Camps,” The Crisis, September, 1942. Founded in 1920, The Crisis is one of the oldest black periodicals in America. The publication is dedicated to promoting civil rights. This excerpt is from an editorial that appeared soon after the establishment of internment camps. Author Henry Paxton Howard points out the hypocritical nature of the concentration camps as Germans and Italians on the east coast were not treated in the same manner. Howard contends that “color seemed to be the only possible reason” for Japanese internment.

Document C: Commission on Wartime Relocation: In 1980, Congress established the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians to investigate the detention program and the constitutionality of Executive Order 9066. The passage below is an excerpt from that report. Almost 40 years after the war the Commission found that the actions of the government were not justified by military necessity, but that the actions and “decisions were shaped by prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political leadership.” The U.S. government officially apologized and set out to pay reparations to camp survivors.

Document D: In Defense of Interment: Michelle Malkin is a Filipino American syndicated columnist and Fox News commentators. In her 2004 book, “In Defense of Internment: The Case for Racial Profiling in World War II and the War on Terror,” Malkin argues that internment was justified by intercepted intelligence about a West Coast Japanese spy network. This passage is an excerpt from that book in which Malkin compares the internment of Japanese-Americans to treatment of other national minorities from Germany and Italy. She also compares the “sacrifice” of the internees to the general sacrfices many citizens are asked to make during a war like rationing, acceptance of government surveillance, and censorship. Malkin largely ignores the gross difference in the large number of Japanese-Americans compared to German and Italian Americans interned. 

Focus Question: Why were Japanese-Americans interned during World War II? 





There is no Japanese `problem' on the Coast. There will be no armed uprising of Japanese. There will undoubtedly be some sabotage financed by Japan and executed largely by imported agents...In each Naval District there are about 250 to 300 suspects under surveillance. It is easy to get on the suspect list, merely a speech in favor of Japan at some banquet being sufficient to land one there. The Intelligence Services are generous with the title of suspect and are taking no chances. Privately, they believe that only 50 or 60 in each district can be classed as really dangerous. The Japanese are hampered as saboteurs because of their easily recognized physical appearance. It will be hard for them to get near anything to blow up if it is guarded. There is far more danger from Communists on the Coast than there is from Japanese. The Japanese here is almost exclusively a farmer, a fisherman or a small businessman. He has no entree to plants or intricate machinery.





Along the eastern coast of the United States, where the numbers of Americans of Japanese ancestry is comparatively small, no concentration camps have been established. From a military point of view, the only danger on this coast is from Germany and Italy…but the American government has not taken any such high handed action against Germans and Italians – and their American born descendants – on the East coast, as has been taken against Japanese and their American born descendants on the West Coast. German and Italians are “white.”





Color seems to be the only possible reason why thousands of American citizens of Japanese ancestry are in concentration camps. Anyway, there are no Italian-American or German-American citizens in such camps.





The Commission held 20 days of hearings in cities across the country, particularly on the West Coast, hearing testimony from more than 750 witnesses: evacuees, former government officials, public figures, interested citizens, and historians and other professionals who have studied the subjects of Commission inquiry. An extensive effort was made to locate and to review the records of government action and to analyze other sources of information including contemporary writings, personal accounts and historical analyses…





. . .Executive Order 9066 was not justified by military necessity, and the decisions which followed from it—detention, ending detention and ending exclusion—were not driven by analysis of military conditions. The broad historical causes which shaped these decisions were race prejudice, war hysteria and a failure of political leadership. Widespread ignorance of Japanese Americans contributed to a policy conceived in haste and executed in an atmosphere of fear and anger at Japan. A grave injustice was done to American citizens and resident aliens of Japanese ancestry, who, without individual review or any…evidence against them, were excluded, removed and detained by the United States during World War II.





In time of war, the survival of the nation comes first. Civil Liberties are not sacrosanct (too valuable or important to be changed)…No one was exempt from the hardships of World War II, which demanded a wide range of civil rights sacrifices on the part of citizens and non-citizen, majority and minority alike. Ethnic Japanese forced to leave the West Coast of the United States and relocate outside of prescribed military zones after the Pearl Harbor attack endured a heavy burden, but they were not the only ones who suffered and sacrificed. Enemy aliens from Axis nations – not just Japan – were subjected to curfews, registration, censorship, and exclusion from sensitive areas. Thousands of foreign nationals from Germany, Italy, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria and elsewhere were deemed dangerous, interned and eventually deported.








