The Road to the Civil War – Short Answer Question
Historians have long debated the complicated causes of the Civil War. In examining the preconditions (that made the war possible), the precipitants (that made the war likely), and the triggers (that made it the war a certainty) we can conclude that the following three events can be considered triggers that made the Civil War a near certainty. 
· Election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860
· The Attack at Fort Sumter, SC in April 1861
· The creation of the Confederate States of America

1. Briefly explain why ONE of the events listed above best represents a “historical trigger” that caused the Civil War.  
2. Contrast your choice against ONE of the other options, demonstrating why that option is not as good as your choice. 






[bookmark: _GoBack]

The Road to the Civil War – Short Answer Question
Historians have long debated the complicated causes of the Civil War. In examining the preconditions (that made the war possible), the precipitants (that made the war likely), and the triggers (that made it the war a certainty) we can conclude that the following three events can be considered triggers that made the Civil War a near certainty. 
· Election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860
· The Attack at Fort Sumter, SC in April 1861
· The creation of the Confederate States of America

1. Briefly explain why ONE of the events listed above best represents a “historical trigger” that caused the Civil War.  
2. Contrast your choice against ONE of the other options, demonstrating why that option is not as good as your choice. 

